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Lincoln  to  be  approachable 

Sculptor  envisions  relaxed  president 

By  Sheldon  S.  Shafer 
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The  Courier-Journal 

By  Sheldon  S.  Shafer 
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He  doesn't  have  his  familiar  beard  or  stovepipe  hat  as  he  sits  on  a  boulder  with  an  open  book  in  his  right  hand,  his 
left  hand  open  and  extended. 

That  is  how  Louisville  artist  Ed  Hamilton  sees  Abraham  Lincoln  in  a  bronze  sculpture  to  be  created  from  a  14- 
inch  clay  model. 

The  sculpture  is  to  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  $2  million  Lincoln  memorial  at  Waterfront  Park. 

The  memorial  is  to  be  dedicated  by  Feb.  12,  2009,  the  200th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth  in  Kentucky. 

"This  site  is  not  real  formal  ...  so  it  dawned  on  me  that  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to  put  him  on  a  rock,  versus 
sitting  in  a  chair  at  a  desk,"  Hamilton  said. 

The  idea,  he  said,  is  that  Lincoln  was  walking  along  the  river  and  "sat  down  and  is  perhaps  gesturing  to  someone 
who  came  up,  or  maybe  asking  him  to  sit  down  and  talk.  It  shows  the  man  was  approachable  ...  a  man  of  the 
people  who  got  the  Union  back  together." 

The  General  Assembly  this  year  appropriated  $2  million  for  the  memorial,  which  the  Waterfront  Development 
Corp.  is  coordinating.  Three  acres  midway  between  the  Kennedy  and  Big  Four  bridges  has  been  set  aside  for  the 
memorial. 

David  Karem,  president  of  the  Louisville  Waterfront  Development  Agency,  said  the  concept  is  to  develop  a 
winding,  1 0-foot- wide  path  from  the  river  to  the  sculpture  near  River  Road. 

Along  the  path  will  be  four  stations,  with  bas  reliefs  and  narratives,  each  telling  of  some  Lincoln  connection  to 
Kentucky.  A  small  amphitheater  will  likely  be  incorporated,  Karem  said. 

The  storylines  for  the  stations  are  still  being  developed  by  Hamilton  and  the  historical  society,  Karem  said.  One  is 
expected  to  tell  how  Lincoln  developed  his  initial  opposition  to  slavery  when,  as  a  young  man,  he  saw  slaves 
being  loaded  at  a  dock  in  Louisville. 

Another  station  may  describe  his  birth  in  a  log  cabin  in  LaRue  County,  and  a  third  his  relationship  with 
Kentuckians,  including  his  close  friend  Joshua  Speed,  Karem  said. 

The  sculpture  of  Lincoln  is  expected  to  be  about  50  percent  larger  than  life-size.  Hamilton  said  he  is  depicting 
Lincoln  from  pictures  taken  shortly  before  he  was  elected  president  in  1860. 
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Hamilton's  other  works  include  the  large  statue  on  the  Belvedere  of  York,  the  slave  who  assisted  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Expedition,  and  the  Spirit  of  Freedom  memorial  in  Washington,  D.C.,  honoring  black  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  Civil  War. 

Karem  negotiated  an  initial  $25,000  contract  with  Hamilton  and  will  soon  negotiate  a  second  one  to  cover  the 
bulk  of  the  work  and  Hamilton's  fee.  Hamilton  has  termed  $500,000  "a  good  starting  point"  for  the  major 
contract. 

Some  of  the  rest  of  the  state  money  will  be  used  to  develop  the  rest  of  the  memorial  and  the  landscaping. 

Reporter  Sheldon  S.  Shafer  can  be  reached  at  (502)  582-7089. 
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